ISO         CHINESE MEDIEVAL TRAVELLERS.
our ?u pao.m Their excrements and urine are fragrant like musk.
There are variegated parrots.
Feng t"o (wind-camels) are used for despatching couriers. They make a thousand h in one day.404 But there are
Africa, and K zibetha in Asia, especially m India, Arabia, Both are kept in a half-domesticated state for the purpose of yielding civet
40J In the mountains west of Peking this name is applied to Felis micro-tis, a wild cat.
404 The Pen tsao bang mut chap. 1. fol. 83, writes the name Feng Tew t o (wind-footed camel), explaining that it means swift like the wind The Chinese authors here mean the one-humped camel or dromedary (Camellia dromedarius). The latter name is derived from tho Greek 5po/tds, dSos, swift. So Strabo terms the swift camels with which Alexander the Great pursued Darius, and afterwards Bessus, the murderer of the Persian king, to Bac-tria. The one-humped camel is a native of Africa and the south-westein part of Asia, whilst the two-humped camel (Camclus tiactnanus) is an inhabitant of Central A&U and Mongolia. In a wild state it is found m the deserts of Western Mongolia and Eastern Turkestan It is remaikable that the existence of camels, and their usefulness as beabts of burden in different parts of the ancient world, depend upon certain climatic conditions which are diametrically opposite. The two-humped camel, inhabiting the vabt plateau of Mongolia, where the winter is exceedingly cold, is not fit for supporting heat; but in winter it is qualified to bear extreme cold, snowstorms, and want of nourishment for a long time. In winter-time the Eussian mail between Kiakhta and Peking can only be carried by camels through the Mongolian desert. The western camels, on the contrary, are beasts fit only for the hot, sandy deserts of Africa and Western Asia, where the temperature m winter does not attain low degrees, and is very sensitive to snow and cold, Numbers of camel skeletons can be seen on the roads cros&mg mountain ranges in Persia and covered with snow in winter-time. Both the one and the two humped camels, although confined originally to different parts of Asia, were known in early times to the Eastern as well as to the We&tern Afiiatics. On the bas-reliefs of the ruins of Persepolis the two-humped camel is frequently represented On the other side, it can be proved from the Chinese annals that the Chmefeo, acquainted from remote times with the camel of Mongolia, knew also dromedaries in the second century B a It was again the general OhangK'ien (see note 399) who brought the first accounts of the camels with one hump only, found m the country of the Ta Ytie-ti (Massagetse), near the Oxus. Subsequently they are often mentioned in the dynastic histories, in the chapters treating of Western Asia The two-humped (domestic) camel of Mongolia is larger and plumper-shaped than the dromedary, and cannot bo trained for swift racing like the slender-shaped one-humped camel, Chardin, the well-known French traveller, who visited Persia about two hundred years ago, states that the camels in Persia, trained for the service of the couriers, are